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BIG DATA AND NEW TECHNOLOGY MAKING A
DIFFERENCE TO DAIRY
The rapid development of technology and major advances in so-called 'big
data' will have significant effects on the dairy industry, delegates at the
International Dairy Federation (IDF) World Dairy Summit were told today.
Dairy is at the forefront of adopting new and dynamic technology that will improve
efficiency while ensuring delivery of nutritious, safe and sustainable foods to a growing
world population.
The seminar identified eight innovative technologies – including drones, sensors, 3D
printing and blockchain – that combined with the advances in big data could positively
disrupt the dairy industry.
Delegates heard how big data and new technologies are becoming increasingly
important and affordable and are on the brink of revolutionising the feeding of dairy
cows around the world. Also under discussion was how the adoption of the latest
technology and getting the most out of big data would ensure operational consistency
and drive increased efficiency and productivity.
The seminar affirmed that new technology and the use of big data must add value
across the dairy supply chain, especially at farm level and that on a practical level, the
technology must be intuitive and allow the farmer to make better management
decisions
The next revolution in dairy farming will see a shift from reactive to predictive
management practices that will allow farmers to allocate resources more efficiently
and operate in a more sustainable manner.
Dr Judith Bryans, President of the International Dairy Federation and Chief Executive
of Dairy UK, said: “This is a very exciting time for the dairy industry. The speed of
technological advances is rapidly changing the farming landscape and we as a sector
are committed to embracing the opportunities that this progress presents. Dairy’s role
in feeding a growing global population with nutritious and sustainable foods has never
been more important and the creative application of new technologies will guarantee
that dairy continues to make a difference for future generations.”
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The International Dairy Federation
The International Dairy Federation (IDF) is the leading source of scientific and technical expertise for all stakeholders of
the dairy chain. IDF engages all stakeholders in productive activities and research projects to further current knowledge
and science on a wide range of issues. Today, dairy is one of the most vibrant and strategic sectors, with a major impact
on national economies, public health and the environment. Through its working bodies, events and work programme,
IDF provides a common platform, systems and processes for the global dairy sector to come together to reach
consensus. Given its consensus-building capacity, IDF represents the global voice of dairy towards stakeholders and
intergovernmental organisations. For more information, please visit www.fil-idf.org. communications@fil-idf.org
IDF World Dairy Summit 2017
The IDF World Dairy Summit is the foremost international conference event for all dairy sector leaders and stakeholders.
The conference, "Making a Difference with Dairy", is running from Monday 30th October to Thursday 2nd November at
the Belfast Waterfront, an award-winning venue in the city centre. For more information on the individual conference
programmes, technical tours and social events, please visit: http://www.idfwds2017.com.
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