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The International Dairy Federation News release

The genetics of mammalian milk and its influence on human health  New research presented at the 2nd International Symposium
For further information, please contact 

Marylene Tucci, IDF Communications and Public Affairs Tel: +32 2 706 86 44, Fax : +32 2 733 04 13 E-mail : MTucci@fil-idf.org 
Brussels, 15 December 2005 - International experts in nutrition, genomics, bioinformatics and lactation gathered at the 2nd International Symposium on Milk Genomics & Human health in Napa, California last month to advance the collective knowledge of how milk components promote health and to provide collaboration in efforts to isolate the functional mechanisms behind milk's physiological benefits.

According to Dr. Bruce German of the University of California at Davis, one of the two-day event organizers, the greatest challenge of nutrition in the 21st Century is promoting health and preventing disease.  He contends that milk, a food designed to deliver nutrition, can be used as a model for how diet can guide health.

Focusing on the comparative genomics of milk, Symposium speakers looked at the variation in milk compositions, the disparate functions of milk as they apply to different mammals and infant circumstances, and the myriad benefits provided by milk for energy balance in animals and humans.

The tools used in genomics, specifically comparative genomics approaches as a primary tool for functional annotation and identification of genes were discussed. A session on the Consortium's Web Portal, which was recently introduced in a beta format (http://lactoknow.ucdavis.edu). was also featured.  The Portal was created to assist researchers in translating biological information into health knowledge by providing a visual and electronic framework for displaying relationships between publicly available databases and ontologies as well as annotating and sharing concepts related to their scientific pursuit. 

"In its second year, the Symposium is proving to be an important collaborative environment for the advancement of our knowledge of how milk delivers health," said Joseph O'Donnell, executive director of the California Dairy Research Foundation (CDRF), the event sponsor.  "This is another step in the future development of customized dairy products and manufacturing processes to maximize consumer health."

 “The new tools of genomics open up exciting challenges for developing foods and diet guidelines which will be personalised to the individual.  Milk and dairy products have long been considered to be highly nutritious and this emerging science offers new opportunities to the dairy sector, which should be pursued vigorously.” Said Christian Robert, IDF Director General. 

A third International Symposium on Milk Genomics & Human Health is scheduled for September 2006 in Brussels, Belgium and will be coordinated by the International Dairy Federation (IDF) and the CDRF. Details will be available in early 2006.  

For more information on the forthcoming symposium please contact either Ms. Jennifer Giambroni, Email: info@cdrf.org or Mr. Joerg Seifert, Email: jseifert@fil-idf.org
_______________________________ENDS__________________________

Note to editors

The International Dairy Federation was founded in 1903. It is a source of scientific and technical expertise. It is both a forum for discussion and exchange and a dairy information centre, created by and for the dairy sector. To find out more please visit www.fil-idf.org

About the International Milk Genomics Consortium The International Milk Genomics Consortium is a partnership of companies and academic affiliates with the goals of leveraging existing resources for the assembly of genetic instructions for milk molecules, linking the scientific community for better understanding of the biological values of milk, creating tools for an interactive, Web data exchange, coordination of pre-competitive research to develop baseline data, and providing a foundation for the development of exclusive/competitive research.  For more information about the Consortium, visit www.cdrf.org. 

About the CDRF The California Dairy Research Foundation is a non-profit corporation that manages the research activities of the California dairy industry in the areas of basic and applied dairy product research, nutrition and health, and dairy confidence.  For information about the CDRF and the research it supports, visit www.cdrf.org. 

