[image: image1.jpg]



The International Dairy Federation News Release

For further information please contact Marylène Tucci, IDF Commmunications and Public Affairs Assistant at IDF on + 32 2 706 86 44.

IDF promotes safe, suitable and ethical milk production

Brussels, 28 September 2005 – The International Dairy Federation has reiterated its increasing commitment to applying a comprehensive food chain approach to dairy safety and hygiene from the farm to the table. 

The IDF and the FAO have published “A farm-to-table approach for emerging and developed dairy countries” a comprehensive manual, which emphasizes the application of a risk-based approach and the principles of HACCP and Good Agricultural Practices throughout the food chain.

 “ The IDF works with the dairy industry globally to continually improve the availability of high quality milk and milk products from farm to table. Dairy farmers are constantly looking for ways to guarantee that milk is safe and suitable for preparing other products, and that their animals are healthy and contented.  Since last year, we have a worldwide Code of Hygienic Practice for Milk and Milk Products to protect consumers and ensure free trade.   IDF and FAO also published a Guide to Good Dairy Farming Practice to help farmers meet the standards expected by consumers.” said Jim Begg, IDF President. 

“The IDF, in close cooperation with FAO, is developing a guide of ethics addressing the welfare of animals used in milk production. This Guide to good animal welfare practice in milk production will address items such as production techniques, calf rearing, dehorning and tail ducking would. IDF is taking a visible leadership role in this important field of public interest.” said Jim Begg.

“A farm-to-table approach for emerging and developed dairy countries” is a joint IDF and FAO publication. This free publication is available in electronic form on IDF Website at http: www.fil-idf.org or on the FAO Website at http://www.fao.org/
**********

Notes to Editors
The International Dairy Federation was founded in 1903. It is a source of scientific and technical expertise. It is both a forum for discussion and exchange and a dairy information centre, created by and for the dairy sector.

To find out more please visit www.fil-idf.org
