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AT WORLD DAIRY SUMMIT
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Vancouver, 26 September 2005 – The international dairy industry is currently looking at a host of strategies to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions on dairy farms according to representatives at the IDF World Dairy Summit 2005.

Agricultural impact on climate change was firmly placed on the environmental agenda at the weeklong conference (17-22 September) which was co-hosted by the United States and Canada. 

IDF President, Jim Begg, said: “IDF is taking a pro-active approach to sustainable agriculture to pre-empt consumer and political pressure and to have control over new regulations. We are aware of the contribution that our industry makes to total greenhouse gas emissions and we are taking responsibility for our part in achieving the targets set out in the Kyoto protocol.”

The declaration from the IDF comes shortly after a rare joint informal Council of the EU’s Environmental and Agricultural Ministers in London in which climate change was identified as a key priority for the UK presidencies of the G8 and the EU and particular attention was paid to agriculture - which accounts for around 10% of the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

The main sources of agricultural greenhouse gas emissions in Europe are: agricultural soils (48%), cattle’s digestive processes - known as enteric fermentation – (32%) and manure management (20%). Dairy cows make up 7% of total EU livestock but produce one third of greenhouse gas emissions from enteric fermentation and one sixth of those from manure management. 

Dairy Farmers of Canada (DFC) is just one of the many IDF organisations that have taken a lead role in reviewing the current management practices available for mitigating dairy cow methane emissions.

One of the most widely used strategies in Canada is to improve animal productivity through nutrition, management, reproduction or genetics. In this way fewer animals are required to produce the same amount of milk, thereby reducing the number of animals maintained in production, and the overall methane produced. DFC has implemented a number of research projects across the country to analyse different feeding programs and farm management practices and their effect on greenhouse gas emissions. 

Richard Doyle, DFC Executive Director said: “By constantly improving the quality of our feed, seeking out the most effective manure fertiliser and conservation measures I hope that we continue to increase production capacity so that with fewer cows, we are able to produce the same quantity or even more milk. Ultimately such strategies make our businesses more efficient and profitable – a bottom line benefit if there ever was one!”


There are a number of alternative methane mitigation strategies currently being considered in academic and industry organisations alike. These include immunisation and the use of feed additives like essential oils and probiotics to manipulate the enteric fermentation.

Canadian Daniel Massé, who presented on ‘The Kyoto Agreement: Greenhouse Gas and Implications on Dairy Farms’ at the World Dairy Summit said: The dairy sector is in good position compared to other animal productions since it has already reduced its methane emissions by 10% in Canada, simply based on the reduction in the number of animals since 1990. Best management practices to reduce greenhouse gases are known, however, their efficiency and environmental impacts in a farm setting still need to be established in a way that would be recognized by the International Panel on Climate Change. Following this, dairy farmers might be able to sell emission credits to other sectors.

Jim Begg said: “Using the expertise of the IDF Standing Committee on the Environment (SCENV) and consulting with our members we hope to build greenhouse gas mitigation strategies into a wider program of best practice which will take into account a number of environmental issues including water run-off, utilisation of pesticides for crops and animal productions. The objective is to ensure the production of safe and quality food for human consumption, undertaken in harmony with the environment “

Notes to Editors
The International Dairy Federation was founded in 1903. It is a source of scientific and technical expertise. It is both a forum for discussion and exchange and a dairy information centre, created by and for the dairy sector.

To find out more please visit www.fil-idf.org
The IDF World Dairy Summit 2005 took place in Vancouver, Canada, September 17 – 22. The event, based on the theme, ‘Partnering – The Future of the World Dairy Industry’ was the first to be hosted by two major dairy countries – Canada and the United States. To find out more please visit http://www.idf2005.com/
