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The International Dairy Federation
 News release

EMBARGO till 19 September 2005

2005 IDF award goes to Professor Donald Muir (UK)

For more information, please contact:

Monique Lebeau, IDF Administrative Director, +32 2 733 98 88

Marylène Tucci, IDF Communications and Public Affairs Assistant, +32 2 706 86 44

Brussels, 16 September 2005 – The 2005 IDF Award is granted to Professor Donald Muir (UK). It will be presented during the IDF Forum on Present and Future Work on 19 September 2005, during the IDF World Dairy Summit 2005 in Vancouver, held from 17-22 September 2005.

The IDF award recognizes remarkable contributions to progress in international dairying. It is attributed on the basis of a submission by the IDF members, the IDF National Committees. The IDF Award has the form of a piece of art and a medallion with an inscription. In granting the award to Professor D. Muir, the IDF wishes to pay tribute to their extensive contribution to the scientific knowledge in the field of food science, and dairy science in particular.

This year’s award winner, Professor Donald Muir, is a physical chemist by training but a food technologist by adoption.  He graduated from Edinburgh University with a degree in chemistry then studied the biosynthesis of starch in barley and in maize cultivars for which he obtained a PhD.  Starting at the UK Flour Milling and Baking Research Association he became fascinated by technology transfer and this set the scene for his future career.  After an exciting three-year sojourn at FMBRA he returned to his native Scotland to take up a position at Hannah Research Institute (HRI), Ayr in the Milk Utilisation Department.  Professor Muir was the engine that drove forward the engagement of the UK Dairy Industry in applied research at HRI, instigating successive programs of research with immediate relevance to the UK industry. 

Professor Muir’s work has lead to the improvement of many classical dairy products and to the introduction of new products. His interests have extended from the chemistry of his early work to sensory characterization of dairy products, to microbiological hazards and to the nutritional properties of milk components.

His contribution to Dairy Science was recognised by the presentation of the prestigious Gold Medal of the Society of Dairy Technology (SDT) in 1996. He contributed to 150 refereed scientific papers, a further 96 publications and 3 patents.

Professor Muir has served on the Editorial Boards of highly regarded publications, including the International Dairy Journal and Food Research International. 

Donald Muir is actively involved in transferring his knowledge to a younger generation: he is a Visiting Chair at the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow. He is currently the Managing Director of FFAST Solutions Ltd, commercialising his own research and also that of other scientists at HRI in development of functional food ingredients ranging from milk protein based preparations, protein stabilised emulsions and bioactive oligosaccharides. 

Copy of CV can be obtained from the IDF Head Office.

� The International Dairy Federation was founded in 1903. It is a source of scientific and technical expertise. It is both a forum for discussion and exchange and a dairy information centre, created by and for the dairy sector.
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