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The International Dairy Federation (IDF)1 News Release

DAIRYING MEANS GOOD NEWS
For more information: Marylène Tucci, IDF Communications and Public Affairs + 32 2 706 86 44
Brussels, 26 November - The IDF has renewed its commitment to taking the positive message on milk and milk products to the world’s consumers and policy makers.

Jim Begg, IDF’s new President, speaking at the Melbourne World Dairy Summit said “We have to adopt a pro-active stance. The IDF is ideally placed to communicate a global message based on its vast resource of information on dairy science and nutrition. We must communicate this message, promoting the facts and the nutritional message about dairy products, to the world at large and to legislators. We are planning the best way to achieve this goal and we shall be seeking the cooperation of the world’s leading dairy companies in this task.”

More detail of the outcome of the Melbourne Summit is given below.

Australia welcomed 780 participants from 44 countries. Three international organizations were also represented.

IDF will focus its energy for the next year on 

· nutrition and health benefits of diary products

· food safety 

· improving farm management

· dairy components as ingredients in foods

IDF Programme of Work for the Coming Year

Dairy components as ingredients in foods

Animal Health

Farming Practices

Environment

Technology

Hygiene and Safety

Standards of identity

Methods of analysis and sampling

Nutrition and Health

Marketing and Trade Policies

IDF Forum Vancouver 2005

Farm Management

Terrig Morgan, a dairy farmer from the UK, was appointed to lead the Action Team in Good farming practice, sustainability etc. Progress is expected in the course of 2005.

Development of dairying

IDF’s approach to countries where dairying is in development has been discussed once more. The basic conclusions of a brainstorming session are that it is not justified to maintain this kind of distinction between countries, that IDF should seek to facilitate participation by a larger number of countries by all practical means, that regional meetings may be a productive way for experts from neighbouring countries to share experiences and resolve problems in common and that IDF should seek close cooperation with FAO and OIE in these areas.

World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)

IDF’s liaison with OIE moves into higher gear with an extended IDF Action Team that brings together all IDF areas of expertise needed to monitor the work of OIE systematically, including infectious disease of cattle, animal welfare and hygiene and safety.

IDF’s National Committees will be involved in dialogue with their national veterinary authorities who are the official members of OIE.

IDF Membership

IDF welcomed Indonesia into membership in Melbourne, bringing the total to 42 member countries. Contacts are well established in another 5 or 6  non-member countries. Reaching out to non-members is being given a higher priority and, at the same time, thought is being given to access to IDF work.

Conference highlights in Melbourne

The dairy leaders forum, sponsored by Rabobank, brought together different experiences from Stefan Tomat, Nordmilch (Germany), Miguel Calado, Dean Foods (USA), Stephen O’Rourke, Murray Goulburn (Australia) and Andrew Ferrier, Fonterra (New Zealand)

The International Food Service Industry was the subject of an interesting survey. Changes in European dairy policies were outlined by the head of the European Commission’s Dairy Division, Herman Versteylen.

Dairy and heart health emerging benefits of dairy fat and of dairy protein filled two days of the Nutrition Conference. Food Safety, dairy marketing, sustainable cleaning systems, nutri-marketing and future farming systems completed a very extensive three –day programme of conferences.

*************************************ENDS***********************************

Note to editors: 

1The International Dairy Federation was founded in 1903. It is a source of scientific and technical expertise. It is both a forum for discussion and a dairy information centre, created by and for the dairy sector.

2The Annual World Dairy Summit of the International Dairy Federation was held in Melbourne, Australia from 21-25 November 2004

