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The International Dairy Federation News Release

NEW ASIAN MEMBER JOINS IDF

For further information, please contact : Marylene Tucci, IDF Communications and Public Affairs Tel: +32 2 706 86 44, Fax : +32 2 733 04 13 E-mail : MTucci@fil-idf.org 

Brussels, 20 October 2006 - At its 92nd General Assembly held in Shanghai, China, on 19 October 2006, the International Dairy Federation (IDF) has admitted the Republic of South Korea as a member, bringing IDF’s global representation up to 50 countries and increasing IDF’s presence in Asia alongside China, India, Indonesia and Japan.

The IDF National Committee of South Korea will be run through the Korean Dairy Committee (founded by the Korean Dairy Promotion Act in 1999). The National Committee is chaired by Mr. Jung-hua YANG, and comprises the following organizations:

· National Agricultural Cooperative Federation (NACF)

· Korea Dairy & Beef Farmers Association (KDBFA)

· Korea Dairy Industries Association (KDIA).

South Korea, where a long term and sustainable development of the dairy industry is one of the government’s objectives, currently has a milk production of around 2,2 million tonnes produced by about 271 000 dairy cows. Liquid milk consumption is of 1,7 million tonnes, milk drinks and fermented products 477 000 tonnes, and cheese of 68 000 tonnes. South Korea’s population is just over 48 million.

In welcoming this new member at the General Assembly, the IDF Director General Christian Robert stressed that South Korea membership confirmed the fast development of this part of the world, and insisted on the quality and dynamism of South Korea’s local market. “Consumption growth, product innovation, creative developments and productivity in investigating for new success indicate that South Korea can play a significant role in IDF community”. 

____________________________

Note to the editors:

The International Dairy Federation is the most comprehensive source of science-based   knowledge and information in support of the nutritional benefits of milk and dairy products.

Founded in 1903, IDF is the representative organization for the dairy sector worldwide and is both a forum for discussion and exchange and a dairy information center. To find out more please visit http://www.fil-idf.org
