
 
 

IDF/FAO/IFCN MAP THE WORLD’S DAIRY FEEDING SYSTEMS: 

NEW PUBLICATION TO SERVE AS KEY TOOL IN PLANNING DAIRY CHAIN PROJECTS 

 

Brussels, 4 August 2014: Gathering information from over 65 countries across 6 continents and a 

number of production systems, this new report represents the first time such a large set of data on 

dairy animal feeding systems has been compiled. The IDF/FAO/IFCN World Mapping of Animal 

Feeding Systems in the Dairy Sector will serve as a valuable resource for dairy processors, animal feed 

professionals, dairy farmers and their advisers, as well as policy makers.  

Animal feeding is the first step in the production of milk and therefore affects the rest of the 

production chain. Given its importance, three partner organizations, the International Dairy 

Federation (IDF), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the IFCN 

Dairy Research Network (IFCN) collaborated and undertook complementary approaches to map dairy 

feeding systems in the world. This mapping will provide a useful tool for projects aiming at reducing 

the carbon footprint of the dairy chain, looking at the impact of animal diets on milk composition and 

human health and nutrition, and also those influencing animal health and welfare and productivity.  

According to Dr Jeremy Hill, President of IDF, the new report represents an important new tool for 

industry stakeholders. “This publication will serve as a key reference to assess environmental impact, 

identify better performing systems, optimize milk composition, enhance animal productivity, health 

and welfare and also to improve economic sustainability of milk production. This is a major effort 

that will continue for many years to come, and I encourage everyone in the industry to use this 

report as a source of reference.” 

Mr. Harinder Makkar, FAO, commented that the report due to its wealth of new information and 

comprehensive scope will be useful in enhancing the accuracy of assessments being made on the 

carbon and water footprints of dairy production chains and in quantifying food-feed competition. 

“The diversity of the systems presented, and new information regarding feeding systems of large and 

small ruminant species, will lead dairy farmers, extension workers and dairy associations to reflect on 

the prevailing production systems and explore innovative solutions to enhance productivity while 

conserving the environment and biodiversity.” 



That this report is the most comprehensive animal feeding map to date is testament to the 

collaborative nature of the work. For Dr Torsten Hemme, IFCN Dairy Research Network, the key 

strength of the partnership is that each organization could bring specialist expertise and resources to 

the table, and apply them to common goal. “Three global organizations working together not only 

allows for large geographic coverage, but also in terms of capturing the true diversity of animal 

feeding systems. While IFCN looked at typical feeding systems and their economic factors, IDF issued 

a detailed expert survey to its member countries. FAO approached animal nutrition experts to 

determine the composition of the ‘feeding basket’ for a range of ruminants. The culmination of this 

data is an impressive insight into dairy feeding systems globally.” 
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Note to editors: 

 

The IDF/FAO/IFCN World Mapping of Animal Feeding Systems in the Dairy Sector is available to download here: 

http://www.fil-idf.org/Files/media/IDF.ORG/Publications/IDF-FAO-IFCN-World-Mapping-of-Animal-Feeding-

Systems-in-the-Dairy-Sector.pdf 

Dairy Animal Feeding Systems Website: www.dairyfeedingsystems.org 

This publication was possible with financial support from Evonik Industries, European Feed Manufacturers' 

Federation (FEFAC), Cargill Animal Nutrition, International Feed Industry Federation (IFIF) and le Centre 

National Interprofessionnel de l’Economie Laitière (CNIEL).  

 

About IDF  

The International Dairy Federation (IDF) provides science-based information to its National Committees as well 
as to international organizations, governments and legislators. IDF places great emphasis and importance on 
ensuring that the work conducted by its Standing Committees and Task Forces is of the highest scientific quality 
and integrity and is relevant and applicable to the entire dairy sector and industry worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.fil-idf.org.  
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