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The International Dairy Federation News Release

DYNAMIC IDF READY TO FACE UNPRECEDENTED GLOBAL DAIRY CHALLENGES

For further information, please contact:

Marylene Tucci, IDF Communications and Public Affairs Tel: +32 2 706 86 44, Fax : +32 2 733 04 13 E-mail : MTucci@fil-idf.org 

Brussels, 19 October 2006 – The International Dairy Federation (IDF) said today it is now better equipped than ever before to meet the unprecedented challenges facing the global dairy industry following a major strategic review of the organization’s operations.

 

Speaking at the IDF World Dairy Summit and 27th IDF World Dairy Congress in Shanghai, Jim Begg, President of IDF, said :”We live in a dynamic world and work in a dynamic industry. IDF has long been the global authority on dairying but during the last year we have carried out a comprehensive review of operations and we are now fully equipped, as a modern, dynamic organization, to deliver real and important benefits to the industry worldwide. 

 

Mr Begg said that nutrition and the scientific benefits of dairy products are to be given even greater priority in the IDF’s operations. “We must seize the widespread opportunities opening up around the world… Opportunities driven by the natural advantages that milk has as a product. “

 

The IDF has also announced it is to play a leading role in the Global Dairy Platform Initiative, a worldwide project that will enable dairy industries to communicate the true scientific value of milk and dairy products. Details of the Initiative will be announced during the IDF World Dairy Summit. 

 

Mr Begg said that membership of IDF now accounted for three-quarters of the milk production and South Korea is the latest country to join the organization, taking the number of member countries to 50. 

 

“The addition of South Korea to our membership is significant and most welcome. When you look at the reach of IDF we should not underestimate the potential of this representation and the legitimacy is given us in the creation and development of the world’s best science in the interests of our sector. “

 

Mr Begg said the strategic review of the organization was an important milestone. “The organization is now equipped to be a more focused business activity and more attention will be given to the areas which our members have identified as key priorities. This will mean faster and more effective decision-making processes, more focus on communications and greater commitment to more effective representation by IDF to the influential organizations which have an impact on the profitability of the dairy industry worldwide.” He also added : ”This can be achieved – and will be achieved- without jeopardizing the unrivalled scientific integrity which is the hallmark of IDF.”

---------------------------------------------------ENDS----------------------------------------------------

Note to editors:

The International Dairy Federation is the most comprehensive and authoritative source of science-based   knowledge and information in support of the nutritional benefits of milk and dairy products.

Founded in 1903, IDF is the representative organization for the dairy sector worldwide and is both a forum for discussion and exchange and a dairy information centre

To find out more please visit http://www.fil-idf.org
